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Phone: 706.447.2106                     Fax: 706.447.2103 
 

Principal: Don Putnam               Asst. Principal: Sandra Thompson 

Principally Speaking 
It is hard to believe that our softball and football seasons are over and we are fast approaching 

basketball season.  The girls’ softball teams had a wonderful time competing against the other 

middle school teams in Columbia County and the future is bright for the teams in the coming 

years.  The football team had a very successful season which bodes well for the Lakeside High 

School Panthers in the coming years.   

I also want to congratulate Ms. Steele and our Math Team for their strong performance at the 

Columbia County Math Competition that was held at Evans High School on September 26.  The 

Stallings Island Math Team took 1st place out of 8 schools.  Out of 93 contestants, Edward She, 

Gerry Meixiong, Elizabeth Brown, and Jessica Ho, placed in the top 4 places in that order.  

Other team members who helped the team to finish first are Joshua Epperson, Jennifer Su, Philip 

Liu, Matthew Clark, Meghna Das, Peyton Bentley, John VanZant, and Peyton Rester. 

On September 28, we received word from State Superintendent of Schools Kathy Cox that 

Stallings Island was to receive 2 Superintendent’s Distinguished Achievement Awards for high 

achievement on the spring 2009 CRCT.  In 8th grade Georgia History, 52.5% of our eighth grade 

class Exceeded Standards and placed 9th out of 425 schools.  In 6th  grade Science, 52.4% 

Exceeded Standards and placed 2nd out of 425 schools.  Congratulations to the 8th grade class 

that are now 9th graders at Lakeside High School and the same goes out to the present 7th grade 

class for their achievement in 6th grade Science.  I want to also recognize Mr. Lemay, Ms. 

Sutton, Ms. Seader, and Ms. Williams for their commitment to teaching our students Georgia 

History and to Ms. Andrews and Ms. Wahus for the wonderful job of teaching our students 

Earth Science. 

Please come to the school and see all the great things that the students and faculty are 

accomplishing.  They have reason to be proud! 

Donald G. Putnam    

      

 
 
 
 
 

 

October…..A VERY BUSY Month for SIMS Students!! 
Beta Club members are sponsoring these events in which we hope YOU will take part!! 

Beginning on October 19th, the club  will be sponsoring the  Spooky to be Hungry food drive for the Golden 

Harvest Food Bank.  Club members will encourage all SIMS students to donate non-perishable goods to the charity.  

Homeroom representatives will weigh goods each morning.  At the end of the drive, one homeroom from each 

grade level will win a spooky prize for bringing in the most food. 

 

October 26th-30th the Beta Club and Student Council will join forces to promote Red Ribbon Week.  Each 

morning, a member will announce a fact or statistic concerning drug abuse.  Red ribbons will be distributed for all 

SIMS students and faculty to wear on October 28th.  Students will decorate their homeroom doors, which will be 

judged during the event.  Friday, October 30th, students will wear Red, and a homeroom from each grade level will 

win prizes for the best door decoration. 



BOOK FAIR WAS AWESOME!!! 
 
SIMS students recently traveled the world 
during our Fall Book Fair.  Thanks to the help of 
our teachers and artistic students, the book fair, 
“Destination Book Fair:  READ Around the 
World” was a huge success and a super 
geography lesson.  Thanks to all our wonderful 
parents, supportive teachers and talented Art 
Club students who made this event possible.  
We hope you enjoy your purchases and share 
your new books with your friends. 
 
Because of the generous contributions of our 
parents and students, $55.00 in gift certificates 
was presented to teachers and 10 books were 
gifted to classrooms. 
 
Thanks again for helping to enhance the 
classroom and media center reading 
collections!!!  We look forward to our Spring 
Book Fair in March 2010. 
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Stallings Island  
2009—2010 

CALENDAR 
October 30……………………… …..……………………………………………….Dance 

November 13 .............................................................................................. Progress Reports 

November 23-27.................................................................................Holidays/Thanksgiving 

December 4……………………………….…………………………………………...Dance 

December 16-18 ...........................................................................................Semester Exams 

December 18............................................................................................. End First Semester 

December 21-January 1 (inclusive)......................................................................... Holidays 

January 4...............................................Student Holiday/Teacher Professional Learning Day 

January 5...................................................................................... First Day Second Semester 

January 8........................................................................................................... Report Cards 

January 18.......................................................................... Holiday/Martin Luther King Day 

February 5................................................................................................... Progress Reports 

February 11.................................................................... *Early Release/Parent Conferences 

February 12……………………………………………………………………...…...Dance 

February 15...........................................................................................Holiday/Winter Break 

February 16...........................................Student Holiday/Teacher Professional Learning Day 

March 12..............................................................................................End Third Nine Weeks 

March 19............................................................................................................ Report Cards 

April 5-9 .........................................................................................Holidays/Spring Holidays 

April 15-21……………………...…..…………………….…………...…….CRCT Testing 

April 20........................................................................................................ Progress Reports 

April 30………………………………………………...Rising 5th Grade/6th Grade Dance 

May 7…………………………………………………………………......8th Grade Dance 

May 19-21 .....................................................................................................Semester Exams 

May 21...................................................................................................End Second Semester 

May 22.................................................................................................................. Graduation 

May 24-26 ........................................................................................................ Post Planning 

May 26................................................................................................................ Report Cards 

May 31............................................................................................... Holiday/Memorial Day 

*Middle and High Schools ï 11:30 a.m., Elementary Schools ï 12:15 p.m. 

**First Semester = 89 days; Second Semester = 91 days 

Please visit our website for the  
latest and best information: 

 

www.ccboe.net/sims/home.html 

 

Stallings Island Middle School 

SIMS SPIRIT NIGHTS ARE HERE!! 

 

Mark your calendars...every Thursday night is SIMS Spirit Night 

somewhere!   

October 15—DINO’S-FURY’S FERRY 

October 22—POBLANO’S-FURY’S FERRY 

November 5—CHICK FIL A—MULLINS CROSSING 

November 12—WIFESAVER-FURY’S FERRY 

November 19—DINO’S—FURY’S FERRY 

November 26—no spirit night: Thanksgiving Break! 

SIMS YEARBOOK ORDERS 

Yearbook order forms were sent home with 

the students October 5th.  If you missed this 

opportunity, the orders will be taken again 

during the week of Nov. 9-13. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HOSPITALITY HELP!!!! 

A special thank you to the following individuals for the hospitality help with the teacher’s staff meeting.  Your 

time and donations were greatly appreciated.  Amy Padgett, Jamie Nanney, Catherine Youngblood, Amy 

Oetting, Jennifer Jensen, Dawn Jeffers, Melissa Wagaman, Loi Hopkins, Rosalyn Proctor, Melanie Bailey, 

Susan Salisbury, Michelle Bryant, Angela McNeal and Paula Bolouri-Rad.  Thank you also to Coca-Cola for 

their generous drink donation. 



SIMS                                                                                  OCTOBER. 2009                                                             Page 3 

Costume Dance 
Our next dance is Friday, October 30th from 6:30-8:30PM.   All costumes are 

required to fall under the school dress code restrictions.  Example: If it is too 

short for school, donôt wear it to the dance.   

The judges will be school faculty, and there will be a 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 

prize.  If any parents are interested in working at the upcoming dance please e-

mail Jennifer Matthews at matthews30907@comcast.net.  You can also call her 

at 706-869-9799 (home) or 706-294-5062 (cell). 

Field Trip to the Morris Museum of Arté. 
The eighth grade Art students recently took a field trip to the Morris Museum of Art on September 30th.  They participated in the 

Combined Voices Literary Tour and also expressed their creativity in a Word Art Workshop conducted by Matt Porter, who is the 

Director of Education at the Morris.  Students wrote about their favorite artwork after the fieldtrip.  The Combined Voices 

Literary Competition will be judged in January and winners will be announced in February.  Mrs. Fiebiger would like to give 

special thanks to Jennifer Bovitz, Gurpreet Bhusri, Penny Noto, Kerin Older, Susan Proctor, and Rebecca Sorrentino, without 

whom the trip would not have been possible.  She would also like to thank her students for demonstrating proper museum 

etiquette and good behavior during the excursion.  You can check out some photos from that day at http://hstrial-

tfiebiger.homestead.com/events.html . 

 

Art Club 
The Art Club consists of lively members who meet on the first and third Monday of each month after school.   They also held a 

few extra meetings in September and did a wonderful job making large scale decorations for the “Around the World” theme at 

the book fair last month. They crafted a majestic Statue of Liberty, a festive Chinese dragon, beautiful renditions of the Taj 

Mahal, the Eiffel Tower, and  St. Basil’s Cathedral, as well as intricate African masks and a charming windmill.  Their creativity 

was thoroughly enjoyed by Mrs. Fiebiger and appreciated by all who saw it.  

PTO Membership  
 

Join PTO now and help us reach our goal!  

  

        94% 
 

245 student families have joined to date.  
 

Please join us in supporting school -wide  

programs and improvements!  

 

Visit www.ccboe.net/sims  òparent resourcesó  

section to download a membership form.  

 

You may contact Leslie Hamrick 210 -1338 or 

Stacey Thomas 447 -5115 with questions or if  

you need a form sent home with your child.  

 

WHO S GOT THE MOST? 

BRING IT!  COUNT IT!  WIN IT! 

During the month of October all homerooms will be 

competing against each other to collect the most Box 

Tops. The homeroom that collects the most Box Tops 

will have a choice of breakfast or ice cream sundaes 

as their prize.  Sending in Box Tops is one of the 

easiest ways to earn money for Stallings Island 

Middle School.  Each Box Top is worth 10 cents and 

all we have to do is clip and submit.  We also have a 

chance to earn $50,000 or $25,000 with The Big Clip.  

All you have to do is register online at  

www.thebigclip.com for a chance to win.  Every entry 

http://hstrial-tfiebiger.homestead.com/events.html
http://hstrial-tfiebiger.homestead.com/events.html
http://www.ccboe.net/sims


SIMS                                                                                  OCTOBER 2009                                                              Page 4 

SOFTBALL NEWS 

A-team softball team continues laying the foundation. 

The long, scorching days of summer are giving way to the cooler, shorter days of fall. These are signs that 

softball season for the Redhawks is coming to an end. The A-team did not win as many games as we wanted 

but we improved in every facet of the game, and we continued to build upon the foundation of a great 

program that will stand for years to come. This year we had two solid pitchers that got lots of experience 

which should make our team next year better. We saw incredible growth in our fielding and throwing which 

allowed us to hold some of our more powerful opponents to fewer runs as the season progressed. I am very 

proud of how hard the team worked this year. We never let our record affect our work ethic. It is a tribute to 

the girls that even though we were losing games, we kept our attitudes positive and worked to get better. Our 

first victory of the season came in Grovetown against a tough patriot team that was also hungry for a victory. 

We put together a solid effort that day and won by a score of 17-11. The highlight of the season was a 

revenge victory against Lakeside Middle in our very last game. They had stolen a game from us at our field in 

our previous game and we really elevated our play to pull out the win. I have many people to thank. First of 

all, we had an assistant coach this year, Coach Leeseberg. She was invaluable as she helped coach practices 

and provided much needed assistance concerning pitching and defense. Coach Seader and Coach Cartledge, 

coaches for the B-team, were great as we worked together to make both teams better. I would like to thank 

Coach Heckathorn. He is the best athletic director around and our sports program is so lucky to have him. 

Finally, I would like to say a huge thank you to our parents. We have the most supportive group of parents I 

have ever had the pleasure of working with. It is easy to be gracious when everything is going well, but when 

the team struggles, real character is revealed both in the athletes and their parents. We have represented 

Stallings Island Middle School with integrity and sportsmanship. I am proud to say that I coached this team 

and the school community in general can be proud as well. Wins are important but the other lessons learned 

this season will last us a lifetime and those things are more important. 

Coach Cato, Redhawks softball A-team 

B-Team Softball Team 

 

Our B-team softball team came a long way this season.  We started off slow with an 0-2 record, and finished 

with a 3-4 record.  The girls worked hard every day after school, practicing basic fundamentals, pitching, and 

real life game situations.  It was truly amazing to watch the girls come together as a team.   Each one of our 

girls proudly wore a Redhawk uniform, and the team kept a positive attitude down to the last out of every 

game.  Thanks to all of the fans for coming out and cheering the girls on.  Thanks, too, to our parents for the 

meals before the games, transportation to the games, scorekeeping, and unconditional support for our team. 

 

Team Members 

Hannah D’Arco                                                            Sierra Padgett 

Shannon Cartledge                                            Mariana Gonzalez 

Sophia Byne                                                                            Devin Haygood 

Madeline Scammon                                          Tristen Real 

Grace Jeffers                                                                         Abigail Thompson 

Morgan Banks                                                                  Katie Burton 

 

Coach Seader    

Coach Cartledge 
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DO YOU WANT TO GET INVOLVED? 

We need you!!! 

 

The Academic Boosters Club is still looking for volunteers to help with the All “A” Cookout on Friday, Oc-
tober 30th!  Volunteers help with setting up, serving and cleaning.  Two shifts available.  Thanks! 
Lisa Bryant  hnlbryant@yahoo.com 
Melissa Zimmerman  zimm1@bellsouth.net 
 
Office Volunteer:  If you would be interested in volunteering in the office as a substitute please call Mary 
Dunagan at 706.364.6595.  We’d love to add you to our list!! 
 
Lunchroom Volunteer:  If you can offer a few hours a month to help in the lunchroom please call Amy 
Oetting.  Amy’s number is 706.863.8768 or her email is akoetting@comcast.net. 


